
09:00 am

Welcome Address by the President 
of the European Parliament Gypsum 
Forum
Mrs. Julie Girling

09:05 am

Welcome Address by the President 
of Eurogypsum
Mr. Bernard Lekien

09:10 am

Welcome Address by the President 
of EBC
Mr. Patrick Liébus

09:15 am

Key Note Speech: The Urban 
Housing Crisis Europe faces today
Mrs. Lowri Evans, Director General of DG Grow

09:30 am

The Reality and Potential of 
Vertical Extensions
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Karsten Tichelmann, TU Darmstadt

10:00 am

Break including a real life project 
demonstration-3D printing

10:30 am

Increasing Density without impacting 
on Urban Green Space
Mr. Daniel Dethier, Dethier Architecture

11:00 am

Never demolish but transform and 
utilise existing buildings
Mr. Vassal, Cabinet Lacaton-Vassal

11:30 am

Roundtable: Delivering Affordable 
Solutions to overcome the Challenges 
in Urban Housing
Key note speaker

Mrs. Julie Girling, MEP, President of the European 
Parliament Gypsum Forum
Mr. Daniel Calleja, Director General of DG 
Environment
Mr. Bernard Lekien, President of Eurogypsum
Mr. Patrick Liébus, President of EBC

12:45 pm

Conclusions
Mrs. Julie Girling, MEP, President of the European 
Parliament Gypsum Forum
Mr. Bernard Lekien, President of Eurogypsum
Mr. Patrick Liébus, President of EBC
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September 27, 2017
From 9am to 1pm

Paul Henri-Spaak-PHS 1A002 - 1020 Brussels

Eurogypsum President
Mr. Bernard Lekien

President of the Forum
Mrs. Julie Girling, ECR, UK

Simultaneous translation
English-French-German

//PROGRAMME

In Cooperation with: 

Moderator
Mr. James Crisp



Europe is the most urbanised continent outside of the Americas, 
with 73% of the current population living in urban environments; 
this is expected to rise to 80% by 2050. The largest challenge for 
the vast majority of European cities is their capacity to adapt to the 
evolving needs of the inhabitants who face scarcity of housing with 
the resultant increase in cost of living. Most of the European cities 
also need to modernise their suburban areas, having been built in 
the 60s and 70s, the existing building stock often fails to meet 
today’s inhabitants’ expectations of comfort and quality, at an 
affordable running cost.

These trends call for widespread affordable solutions which 
involves multiple stakeholders, at many levels: municipalities,

urban planners, architects, developers, collective housing owners 
and contractors.

Eurogypsum wishes to demonstrate solutions to this challenge, by 
promoting affordable and modern ways to speedily increase 
available housing, a better quality and more sustainable living, and 
an optimised cost of investment. The solutions are based around 
the transformation of the existing building at a significantly reduced 
cost when compared to the more radical approach of demolition 
and redevelopment. They rely on modern, lightweight methods of 
construction. Good examples already exist in Europe and 
Eurogypsum wants to share these innovative transformations and 
architectural practices with EU representatives.

MODERN LIGHTWEIGHT CONSTRUCTION 

FOR SMART CITIES OF THE 21ST CENTURY

Lightweight renovation with gypsum-based solutions by conversion or vertical extension lead to:

Multi-functional and multi-performance solutions
Sound insulation: providing protection against noise transmissions from interior or exterior sources.
Fire resistance: gypsum is a powerful fire retardant element in the construction sector due to its non-combustibility and ability 
to delay a fire’s spread for up to 3 hours.
Thermal comfort: gypsum is an ideal water manager, capable of storing plenty of indoor humidity in its open, crystalline pores. 
Gypsum building materials automatically release this humidity if the room becomes too dry. This ecological air conditioning 
system works as often as necessary and uses absolutely no energy.
Environmental impact: plaster products offer a low embodied energy and are indefinitely recyclable.

Flexible use and adaptation
Enable flexible and adaptable architecture: spaces can be converted easily using demountable solutions.
Offer complete solutions for different building systems: partitions, floors, linings, ceilings, fire exits, smoke ducts, etc.
Enable remodeling building interiors without touching the structure.
Flexibility on installation projects: mechanical and electrical services can be fitted within plasterboard systems.
Aesthetics: can be adapted to any project and building function with high aesthetical qualities.
Reduce noise and dirt: for people living in the building block while being renovated.

Affordable solutions
The ease and speed of installation: increase jobsite productivity and reduce total cost.
Optimize maintenance costs: For example, it is easier to detect leakages and replace pipes.
Lower total cost of ownership: building works are completed easily with spaces ready in a short space of time.
Save cost: of land, infrastructure and demolition.
Existing heating system: can be used in the new living space.

Example
In Germany, more than 1.5 million residential apartments can be built 
on the roofs of existing buildings in an affordable way in cities with high 
density of population. The 1.5 million additional housing apartments 
avoid at the same time land use from 150 to 210 million m².

In Summary

Elevation

New building

KG 400
technical constructions

KG 400
technical constructions

KG 300
building construction

KG 300
building construction

KG 200
renovation 
& development

KG 500
external layer

KG 500
external layer

KG 100
Plot of land

Where required,
strengthening

of the construction

Where required,
external addition

for 3-6 floors

Where required external addition 

Possible savings on elevations - 
Comparison of costs to heighten new building

 

Construction costs proportionally related 
to the m2 of living space

Costs effective 
and more 

environmentally 
friendly disposal

Reduced 
disruption costs

Greater 
flexibility for 
remodelling

Easy integration
of mechanical
and electrical 

services

Savings of 
installation 

costs

Conversion of 
building

Vertical 
extension of 

buildings


