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On paper, the better regulation initiative released by the Commission on 19 May contains positive 
provisions. Cutting red tape is essential to small businesses. Given their size, they have very few resources 
to cope with excessive burdens. 

Nevertheless, EBC strongly believes that simplification just cannot come at the expense of health and 
safety of workers and environmental concerns. EBC specifically rejects all proposals aiming at 
exempting micro-enterprises from providing the systematic documentation of risk assessment in health 
and safety. If legislation is too burdensome for 92% of the enterprises in construction, it is not appropriate. 

With the help of the “Think Small First” principle, it is possible to find the correct balance between the 
rightful protection of workers and the reduction of burdensome red tape for small businesses. 

Click here to read EBC’s press release 

Construction SMEs welcome better regulation but say no to deregulation 

The built environment sector is asking for a new start with a united voice 

EBC fully supportive of the Undeclared Work Platform 

41 associations which are active in diverse parts of Europe’s built environment sector sent 
a joint letter to EC President Jean-Claude Juncker and Vice-President Frans Timmermans 
on 30 March 2015. They ask for a new start for the sector through a structured dialogue.  

Commercial property alone contributed € 302 billion to the EU economy in 2013. The real 
estate sector plays a vital role in every aspect of the European economy, society and 
environment. Despite the sector’s importance, the approach of EU policy development for 
the sector is neither strategic nor coherent. 

The signatories of the letter wanted to address this issue in a meeting with the European 
Commission on 26 May. Despite this discussion, the representatives of the sector still did 
not receive a reply to their concerns. 

Click here to read the letter 

EBC welcomes the vote of the European Parliament’s Employment Committee in favour of the establishment of the European Platform 
to enhance cooperation in the prevention and deterrence of undeclared work on 7 May 2015. EBC is thoroughly supportive of this 
initiative, as undeclared work is a phenomenon that causes serious damage to construction SMEs and their workers.  

To EBC, a better enforcement of inspection policies, more resources for effective inspections and 
compulsory cross-border cooperation are needed to tackle this phenomenon heavily affecting 
working conditions and fair competition. Finally, EBC particularly appreciates the inclusion of the 
European social partners as members of the Platform, which will significantly strengthen the 
work of the Platform itself. 

Click here for more information on the dossier 

East Invest 2 is a regional investment and trade facilitation project for the economic development 
of the Eastern Neighbourhood region, launched in the framework of the European Eastern 
Partnership initiative. The project is jointly run by UEAPME and EUROCHAMBRE. It targets business 
organisations and SMEs from the 6 Eastern Partnership countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine), who have potential for developing mutual cooperation and 
investment relations with the European Union. 

EBC participated in the kick-off meeting of the East-Invest 2 project in Riga on 20-21 May. EBC has 
asked to partner with the employer organisations of these six Eastern countries active in construction 
to help develop their capacity building. EBC would like to facilitate the sharing of policies, visions 
and best practices for the construction sector in Europe. 

Click here for more information on the project 

EBC participates in East-Invest 2 

Facts, Positions & Decisions            

EBC’s view on EU Policy  

During the last months, EBC along with Small Business Standard (SBS) has been following CEN-CENELEC’s activities regarding the 
finalisation of the template for Annex ZA for harmonised standards under the Construction Products Regulation (CPR). This 
informative Annex lists the regulated requirements of harmonised standards under the CPR and hence should include clear 
information on simplified procedures for SMEs. 

EBC and SBS strongly support the approval of the final text, to be voted by the CEN Technical Board at the end of May, as it 
constitutes a key achievement in making micro-enterprises daily working life easier. 

Click here to read the press release 

Click here to read the position paper on the future of harmonised standards under the CPR 

 SBS encourages CEN Members to vote favourably on construction regulation 
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